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Senate Meeting Minutes
Ninth Meeting of the Twenty-Fourth Senate - Tuesday, October 29th, 2024 
1. Call to Order
a. The regular meeting of the WKU Student Government Association was called to order on October 29th, 2024, at 5:02 PM by Speaker of the Senate Pro Tempore Hadley Whipple. 
2. Roll Call
a. Roll was called by Speaker Pro Tempore Whipple
b. Absences
i. Senator Bryant
ii. Senator Farmer
iii. Senator Finch
iv. Senator Gholston
v. Senator Ibrahim
vi. Senator Olmos
vii. Senator Pabin
viii. Senator Petty
ix. Senator Rettig
x. Senator Sim
xi. Senator Wells
c. Quorum was met. 
3. Approval of Minutes
a. Minutes were approved. 
4. Guest and Student Speakers
· Motion to move out of by laws by Senator Jerdon
· Second by Senator Barton
· Motion to move all of unfinished business to item 5 on the agenda, before the officer reports. 
· Second by Sentor Lucas
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimoius yes. 
· Motion by Senator Kurtz to move veterans Day 5K to end of unfinished business so Senator Finch can be present
· Second by Senator Evans
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimous Yes

Tiffany Jessup is here to speak with us on Bill 11-24-F.




5. Unfinished Business
Bill 11-24-F. A Bill to Fund the Pack the Pantry Food Drive Kickoff
a. Presentation by Senator Jerdon: Tiffany Jessup is a present, active-duty service member, current student as well, wishing to rally the active-duty and WKU student community to be more involved by participating in a food drive. I wish to get the student body's support in initiating this program. Making this a physical fitness aspect for the ROTC students as well. 
b. Questioning 
i. Senator Barton: Will there be a physical set up for people to come and donate?
1. Jessup: Wants to set up donation boxes within the Military Science hallways in Diddle. Plans to have some in SGA office as well. 
c. Debate
i. No Speeches 
d. Voice Vote 
i. Unanimous yes 

· Motion by Senator Lucas to relinquish duty of the Secretary of the Senate to Senator Evans while he presents his bill
· Seconded by Senator Evans. 
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimous Yes. 

Bill 12-24-F. A Bill to fund the Modern Languages’ Día de Los Muertos Celebration 
a. Presentation by Senator Lucas: Approached by student in HON251, needs of departments in Hon college. Day of the Dead celebrated widely throughout latin america and wants to bring it to SGA and student body as a whole. Celebration of cross-cultural appreciation. Important to have cultural involvement, one time purchase/event.
b. Questioning 
i. Seantor Norman: Where will decorations be placed?
· Senator Lucas: Honors colleege multipurpose room. Honors college will keep the decoration after.
c. Debate
i. No speeches
d. Voice Vote 
i. Unanimous vote

5. Officer Reports
1. President – Sam Kurtz
a. There WILL be Transporation to the polls on Election Day! Look out for more information. 
b. Rember to VOTE in this year’s election! 
c. Flo Rida will be coming to campus tomorrow, enjoy the concert, encourage others to show up, and come to the game afterwards! 
d. Shoutout to Senator Ismail for her efforts on the Spooktober event! 
e. Continue writing legislation! 
2. Vice President – Dontè Reed
a. Applications for SGA scholarships are UP! Yay! 
b. 3 Scientific Calculators were purchased from the leftover dollars from last week’s Borrow-a-Caultor program bill. 
c. Remember to VOTE! 

3. Chief Financial Officer – Ethan Taylor
a. Budget Update: 
i. Exec Discretionary: -$125 for Homecoming, Adobe Cloud purchase for CCO. 
ii. Leg. Discretionary: We’re way ahead of where we were last year, which is great, 12 bills passed so far compared to 3 at his time last year! 
iii. Refer to the website or talk to CFO Taylor with any questions about budget! 
4. Chief of Staff – Anne-Marie Wright 
a. Christmas Party – November 19! $5 Dirty Sants game as well. We have Uber vouchers left over as well!
5. Chief Communications Officer – Preston Jenkins
·  Thank you for utilizing the photo circle! 
· There is now a graphic request form for any SGA-santioned event! 
6. Speaker of the Senate – Sarah Vincent
a.   Absent
b. I want to remind everyone to turn in your office hours before the first meeting of November! 
7. Secretary of the Senate – Hadley Whipple
a. No report. 
6. Committee Reports
1. Legislative Operations – Hannah Evans
a. The meeting tomorrow is TBD due to bill quote and concert on campus. 
2. Enrollment and Student Experience – Savanna Kurtz
a.  Scholarship information coming soon, get your friends to submit scholarship applications!  
3. Outreach and Public Relations – Ryan Dilts
a.  Planning a large event for the spring. 
4. Campus Improvements and Sustainability – Rush Robinson
a. Hill-O-Ween event went very well today! Thank you for showing out! 
b. Tomorrow is World Sustainability Day! 
c. Lightning strikes the Earth around 100 times a second. 
5. Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion – Megan Farmer
a. Vice Chair Van Zing providing a report on behalf of Senator Farmer
b. New possible bills with inter-committee collaborations! 
6. Student Mental Health and Wellbeing – Sophia Bryant
a. Vice Chair John King presenting
b. Sign up for TopperChef and Hilltoppeers! 
7. Community Relations – Annie Finch
a. No report. 
7. Special Orders
1. Judicial Council Report – Ellen Henderson
a.  Submit your absences! 
b. Three justices are graduating in December so we’re trying to get some new justices! 
2. Swearing in – Ellen Henderson
a.  None.
3. University Committee Reports
a. Master Plan Committee: Garrett Price
i. No report. 
b. University Athletic Committee: Kaison Barton, Sawyer Edmunds
i. No report. 
c. Parking and Transportation Services Appeal Committee: Malick Ibrahim, Megan Farmer, Rush Robinson 
i. No report. 
d. Faculty Senate Budget and Finance Committee: Ryan Dilts
i. No report. 
e. Graduate Advisory Council: 
i. No report. 
f. Colonnade General Education Committee: Chloe Ralston
i. No report. 
g. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Jax Price
i. No report. 
h. Strategic Plan Implementation Committee: Bradley Wagoner
i. No report. 
i. Faculty Welfare Committee: Savanna Kurtz
i. No report. 
Continued Unfinish Business
Bill 13-24-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event 
a. Presentation by Senator Kurtz, Senator Evans and Senator Yealton 
· Bill to fund the Veterans Day 5K Event, with money being used for prizes, food, merchandise, and other materials for the event. A student who helps set-up or teardown the event will received up to 5 hours for this event. The first 10 racers will receive medals. We did this last year for the first time so we’re bringing it back this year. November 8th instead of Veterans Day due to homecoming. All proceeds will go to the ROTC program (as they did last year). Runners' signup fee with be $15. Last year we raised over $2,000! 
· 
b. Questioning 
· No Questions 
c. Debate
· No Speeches
d. Voice Vote 
· Unanimous yes 
Bill 14-24-F. Funding for the World Kindness Day Tabling Event
a. Presentation by Senator King 
· This bill is requesting money for us to table for world kindess day! We will be passing out donuts and painting rocks to redistribute on campus! 
b. Questioning 
· Senator Bailey 
i. Will this event be outside of DSU? 
1. Senator King’s response: Yes!
c. Debate
· None 
d. Voice Vote 
· Unanimous yes 

9. New Business
	
10. Announcements
· Motion to move out of bylaws by Senator Lucas
· Seconded by Senator Price  
· Motion to move Bill 14-24-F into Unfinished Business
· Seconded by Senator Evans 
· Voice Vote 
· Yes
· Motion to move back into bylaws by Senator Lucas
· Seconded by Senator Jerdon
· Voice Vote 
· Unanimous Yes
*see bottom of unfinished business for the bill presentation*
11. Adjournment
Senator Robinson motion to adjourn
Senator Jerdon seconded
Unanimous yes







First Reading: 10/22/2024
Second Reading: 10/29/2024
Pass: Yes
Fail:
Other:

Bill 11-24-F. A Bill to Fund the Pack the Pantry Food Drive Kickoff
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $350.00 for the Pack the Pantry Food Drive.
WHEREAS: 	The Pack the Pantry Food Drive will be established during the month of November to increase resources to the WKU Food Pantry to fight back against student hunger, and 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS: 	The funds from the passage of this bill will purchase non-perishable food deemed essential by the WKU Food Pantry, and 
WHEREAS: 	The non-perishable food will be purchased from Walmart, and
WHEREAS:	The WKU ROTC Department would coordinate movement of all donations to WKU Food Pantry, and
WHEREAS:	This bill will serve as the official kickoff of the Pack the Pantry Food Drive, ending the week of December 2nd, 2024.
THEREFORE:	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $350.00 for the Pack the Pantry Food Drive Kickoff.
AUTHORS: Gabriel Jerdon, Senator at Large
SPONSORS: 			
CONTACTS: Tiffany Jessop, WKU ROTC Representative







First Reading: 10/22/2024
Second Reading: 10/29/2024
Pass: Yes
Fail:
Other:

Bill 12-24-F. A Bill to fund the Modern Languages’ Día de Los Muertos Celebration 
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $200.00 for the Modern Languages’ Día de Los Muertos Celebration.
WHEREAS:	The Modern Languages’ Dia de Los Muertos Celebration will be held on November 6th, 2024, in the Honors College International Center Multipurpose Room from 4:00 to 6:00 PM, and
WHEREAS: 	Día de Los Muertos is a culturally significant holiday, observed widely across Latin America. The Modern Languages’ Día de Los Muertos Celebration will offer students from all backgrounds the opportunity to engage in meaningful cross-cultural experiences together, and
WHEREAS: 	This celebration directly aligns with the university’s mission to foster a globally engaged campus, and 
WHEREAS:	The event will feature hands-on educational components for participants such as the lotería, ofrenda, sugar skull decorating, and papel picado crafting, and will feature traditional dances performed by WKU’s HOLAS, and
WHEREAS:	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and
WHEREAS:	The money will be used to purchase reusable decorations and materials for the  	 	 			event from Amazon. These items include the following: 
1. Plastic Butterflies
2. Light up Marigolds 
3. Fake Candles 
4. Papel Picado 
5. Orange & Yellow Tissue Paper (2)
6. Bright Mix Tissue Paper (2)
7. Green Pipe Cleaners 
8. Day of the dead Tablecloth
9. Orange Tablecloth
10. Festive Backdrop
11. Piping Bags 
12. Hanging Decor 
13. Plastic Marigolds and Butterflies
	
THEREFORE:	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $200.00 for the Modern Languages’ Día de Los Muertos Celebration 
AUTHORS:	Caden Lucas, Mahurin Honors College Senator
Jakob Barker, Freshman Senator	
SPONSORS: 	Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee; Enrollment and Student Experience Experience Committee; Legislative Operations Committee

CONTACTS:	Shelby Sutton — shelby.sutton417@topper.wku.edu	
Zachary Vandermolen — zachary.vandermolen398@topper.wku.edu	
Yertty Vandermolen — yertty.vandermolen@wku.edu



















First Reading: 10/22/2024
Second Reading: 10/29/2024
Pass: Yes
Fail:
Other:
Bill 13-24-F. Funding for the Veterans Day 5K Event 
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to allocate $600 for a Veterans Day 5K Run Event. 
WHEREAS: 	The event will take place on November 8th at Kereiakes Park from 5:00-7:00 p.m., and 
WHEREAS: 	SGA will collect donations via a raffle to support veterans and WKU’s ROTC program, and 
WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Fund, and 
WHEREAS: 	The money will be used to purchase decorations, supplies for a cookout, medals, Veterans Day merch for the runners, and a 9th Generation iPad for the raffle prize, and 
WHEREAS: 	The first 10 racers to cross the finish line will receive an SGA engraved medal, and
WHEREAS: 	Students who help set up, work the event, or help tear down will receive service hours, up to 5 service hours, and 
WHEREAS: 	Attending this event will count for two office hours for SGA senators, and 
THEREFORE:	Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University will allocate $600 towards the Veterans Day 5K Run Event. 
AUTHORS:
Annalise Finch, Senior Senator 
Savanna Kurtz, Sophomore Senator 
Hannah Evans, Senator At-Large 
Maggie Yelton, Junior Senator
Thomas Pabin, Senator At-Large
SPONSORS: 
Community Relations Committee
Enrollment and Student Experience
Legislative Operations Committee 
CONTACTS: 	Annalise Finch, Annalise.finch161@topper.wku.edu 
First Reading: 10/29/2024
Second Reading: 10/29/2024
Pass: Yes
Fail:
Other:

Bill 14-24-F. Funding for the World Kindness Day Tabling Event
PURPOSE: 	For the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky University to
		allocate $80.00 for the World Kindness Day Tabling Event.

WHEREAS: 	The money will come from the Legislative Discretionary Budget, and

WHEREAS:	The World Kindness Day Tabling Event will take place from 10am to 12pm on  
Wednesday, November 13, and

WHEREAS:	The tabling event will serve as a way to uplift student morale and encourage 
random acts of kindness, and

WHEREAS:	$80.00 will be spent to purchase six dozen donuts to hand out at the tabling event, and

WHEREAS:	The Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee will collect rocks for 
students to paint at the table and redistribute around campus, and

THEREFORE: Be it resolved that the Student Government Association of Western Kentucky 
University will allocate $80.00 to the World Kindness Day Tabling Event.

AUTHORS:	Sophia Bryant, PCAL Senator 
Jenna Wells, Senior Senator
		John King, CEBS Senator
		Eli Carter, Senator at Large

SPONSORS:	Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee

CONTACTS:	Sophia Bryant, sophia.bryant929@topper.wku.edu 
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