Spanish Major Overview:

The Spanish major focuses on the study of the Spanish language, literature, culture, and history. Students
learn to speak, read, and write in Spanish while exploring diverse cultures across Spanish-speaking countries.
The program emphasizes language proficiency, cultural awareness, and critical thinking, preparing graduates
for careers in translation, education, international relations, and business. A Spanish degree fosters cross-
cultural communication skills, making graduates valuable assets in global and multicultural settings.

Typical Industry Sectors:

Education (K-12 and Higher Education)
Translation and Interpretation Services
International Business and Marketing
Government and Diplomacy

Nonprofit and Community Services
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10 Sample Entry-Level Job Titles:

Spanish Teacher (K-12 or ESL Instructor)
Translator/Interpreter

Bilingual Customer Service Representative
International Relations Assistant

Marketing Assistant (Spanish-Speaking Markets)
Travel Coordinator or Consultant

Foreign Service Officer (Entry-Level)

Nonprofit Program Coordinator (Bilingual Services)
Social Media Specialist (Spanish-Speaking Audiences)
10 Content Writer/Editor (Spanish Language)
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5 Hard Skills:
1. Advanced Spanish Language Proficiency (Speaking, Reading, Writing)
2. Translation and Interpretation (Spanish to English and vice versa)
3. Knowledge of Spanish-Speaking Cultures and History
4. Proficiency in Spanish Language Software and Tools (e.g., CAT tools)
5. Cross-Cultural Communication
5 Soft Skills:
1. Communication (Written and Oral)
2. Interpersonal Skills and Cultural Sensitivity
3. Problem-Solving
4. Time Management
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5. Attention to Detail
Additional Training or Certifications:

While a degree in Spanish provides strong language skills, students may pursue additional certifications in
translation, interpretation, or teaching English as a second language (ESL) to enhance career prospects. Some
may choose to pursue advanced degrees in Spanish, linguistics, or international relations to qualify for higher-
level roles. Internships with translation agencies, international organizations, or bilingual customer service
positions provide practical experience and exposure to real-world applications.

Student and National Organizations:

American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese (AATSP)
National Spanish Honor Society (Sigma Delta Pi)

Modern Language Association (MLA)

American Translators Association (ATA)

National Association of Bilingual Education (NABE)
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https://www.aatsp.org/
https://sigmadeltapi.org/
https://www.mla.org/
https://www.atanet.org/
https://nabe.org/about-nabe/

