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English Secondary Education Major Overview: 

 

The English Secondary Education major prepares students to teach English and Language Arts to middle and 

high school students. The program combines coursework in English literature, writing, grammar, and 

pedagogy, equipping future educators with the knowledge and skills to create engaging and effective lesson 

plans. Students also gain hands-on experience through student teaching, which allows them to practice 

classroom management, teaching techniques, and student assessment. Graduates are prepared to inspire and 

educate students in reading, writing, literature, and critical thinking. 

 

Typical Industry Sectors: 

 

1. K-12 Education (Middle and High Schools) 

2. Educational Support Services 

3. Tutoring and After-School Programs 

4. Curriculum Development 

5. Educational Publishing 

 

10 Sample Entry-Level Job Titles: 

 

1. English Teacher (Middle School) 

2. English Teacher (High School) 

3. Literacy Specialist 

4. English Department Assistant 

5. ESL (English as a Second Language) Teacher 

6. Curriculum Developer (English/Language Arts) 

7. Student Teacher (Internship) 

8. After-School Tutor (English) 

9. Educational Coordinator (Literacy Programs) 

10. Test Preparation Instructor (English/Language Arts) 

 

5 Hard Skills: 

 

1. Literary Analysis and Interpretation 

2. Lesson Planning and Curriculum Development 

3. Writing Instruction and Grammar 

4. Classroom Management 

5. Assessment and Evaluation (Student Performance) 

 

5 Soft Skills: 

 

1. Communication 

2. Patience 

3. Creativity 
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4. Organizational Skills 

5. Empathy 

 

Additional Training or Certifications: 

 

To become a certified English teacher, most states require passing specific teacher certification exams and 

completing a student teaching internship. Additional certifications may be needed for teaching English as a 

Second Language (ESL) or for working with students with special needs. Ongoing professional development 

may also be required to maintain teaching certification. 

 

Student and National Organizations: 

 

1. National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 

2. Association of Teachers of English (ATE) 

3. International Literacy Association (ILA) 

4. Kappa Delta Pi (Education Honor Society) 

5. National Education Association (NEA) 

 

https://ncte.org/
https://www.ate1.org/
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/
https://www.kdp.org/home
https://www.nea.org/

