Chinese Major Overview:

The Chinese major focuses on the study of the Chinese language, literature, culture, and history. Students
learn Mandarin Chinese through intensive language courses and explore the rich traditions, philosophy, and
contemporary issues of Chinese-speaking regions, particularly China, Taiwan, and Singapore. The program
emphasizes language proficiency, cultural understanding, and critical thinking skills. Graduates are well-
prepared for careers in international business, diplomacy, translation, education, or cultural exchange, as well
as to pursue advanced studies in Chinese language and literature.

Typical Industry Sectors:
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International Business and Trade

Education (Language Instruction, Study Abroad Programs)
Translation and Interpretation Services

Government and Diplomacy

Media and Journalism

10 Sample Entry-Level Job Titles:
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Chinese Language Teacher (K-12 or University)
Translator (Chinese-English)

Interpreter (Chinese-English)

International Relations Assistant

Cultural Affairs Coordinator

Foreign Service Officer

Marketing Assistant (for Chinese Markets)
Content Writer/Editor (Chinese Language)
Research Assistant (Chinese Studies)

10. Public Relations Assistant (Chinese-speaking markets)

5 Hard Skills:
1. Proficiency in Mandarin Chinese (speaking, reading, writing)
2. Translation and Interpretation Skills
3. Understanding of Chinese Culture and History
4. Cross-Cultural Communication
5. Knowledge of Chinese Literature and Media
5 Soft Skills:
1. Communication
2. Adaptability
3. Critical Thinking
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4. Problem-solving
5. Attention to Detail

Additional Training or Certifications:

While a Chinese major provides strong language and cultural foundation, additional certifications in
translation (e.g., Certified Translator from the American Translators Association) or language proficiency
exams (e.g., HSK - Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi) can improve career opportunities. Further study at the graduate
level in Chinese language, literature, or international relations can also enhance prospects in research or
higher-level positions.

Student and National Organizations:

American Association of Teachers of Chinese (AATC)
Chinese Language Teachers Association (CLTA)

The Chinese Historical Society of America (CHSA)
Association for Asian Studies (AAS)

Chinese Students and Scholars Association (CSSA)
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http://aatchome.org/conference/about-aatc/
https://www.clta-us.org/
https://chsa.org/
https://www.asianstudies.org/
https://www.wku.edu/cssa/

