
 
wku.edu/career 

careerhelp@wku.edu | (270) 745-3095 
Monday - Friday 10:00a - 4:00p | DSU Rm. 2001 

 

Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education Major Overview: 

 

An Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education major prepares students to work with young children, from 

infancy to age eight, integrating knowledge from various fields such as child development, education, 

psychology, and health. The program focuses on creating inclusive and developmentally appropriate learning 

environments and providing foundational skills for teaching, assessment, and curriculum development. 

Graduates are equipped to foster positive learning experiences in diverse educational settings. 

 

Typical Industry Sectors: 

 

1. Early Childhood Education (Preschools, Daycares) 

2. Special Education 

3. Public and Private Schools (Early Grades) 

4. Child and Family Services 

5. Nonprofit and Community-Based Organizations 

 

10 Sample Entry-Level Job Titles: 

 

1. Early Childhood Educator 

2. Preschool Teacher 

3. Teaching Assistant 

4. Childcare Worker 

5. Special Education Assistant 

6. Head Start Teacher 

7. Parent Educator 

8. Family Support Specialist 

9. Early Childhood Program Coordinator 

10. Developmental Specialist 

 

5 Hard Skills: 

 

1. Child Development Knowledge 

2. Classroom Management 

3. Curriculum Development for Young Children 

4. Early Childhood Assessment 

5. Special Education Techniques 

 

5 Soft Skills: 

 

1. Patience 

2. Empathy 

3. Communication 

4. Creativity 
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5. Teamwork 

 

Additional Training or Certifications: 

 

To begin a career in early childhood education, additional certifications such as Child Development Associate 

(CDA) may be required for certain roles. Teaching positions in public schools typically require state licensure and 

completion of a teacher preparation program. Some positions may also require training in special education or 

early childhood special education. 

 

Student and National Organizations: 

 

1. National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 

2. National Association of Early Childhood Teacher Educators (NAECTE) 

3. Early Childhood Education Student Association (specific to your college) 

4. Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 

5. Phi Delta Kappa International (PDK) 

https://www.naeyc.org/
https://naecte.org/
https://seca.wildapricot.org/Kentucky
https://exceptionalchildren.org/
https://pdkintl.org/

