Counseling and Student Affairs Degree Overview:

The Counseling and Student Affairs degree prepares students to work in higher education settings, providing
support to students through counseling services, academic advising, career development, and personal
guidance. The program combines elements of counseling, student development theory, and educational
practices to help students navigate their academic, social, and emotional challenges. Graduates are equipped to
work in college and university settings, providing critical services to enhance student well-being and success.

Typical Industry Sectors:

Higher Education (Universities and Colleges)
Student Affairs and Campus Life

Academic Advising

Career Services and Development

Mental Health Counseling in Educational Settings

10 Sample Entry-Level Job Titles:

8.

9.

College/University Counselor
Academic Advisor

Student Affairs Coordinator

Career Services Advisor

Residence Life Coordinator
Student Support Services Specialist
Counseling Intern

Student Success Coach

Admissions Counselor

10. Peer Mentoring Coordinator

5 Hard Skills:

1.

2.

Student Development Theory

Academic Advising and Support
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3. Career Counseling and Job Search Assistance

4. Counseling Techniques and Therapy

5. Crisis Management in a Campus Setting

5 Soft Skills:

1. Communication

2. Empathy

3. Active Listening

4. Problem-solving

5. Conflict Resolution

Additional Training or Certifications:

To work in Counseling and Student Affairs, a Master’s degree in Counseling, Student Affairs, or a related field is
typically required. Many roles also require state or institutional licensure for counseling positions. Certifications
like the National Certified Counselor (NCC) or Certified Career Counselor (CCC) may also be beneficial for career
advancement. Continuing education in areas like diversity, inclusion, or student mental health may also be

helpful.

Student and National Organizations:

1. American College Personnel Association (ACPA)

2. National Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA)

3. American Counseling Association (ACA)

4, National Academic Advising Association (NACADA)

5. Southern Association for College Student Affairs (SACSA)
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https://myacpa.org/
https://www.naspa.org/home
https://www.counseling.org/
https://nacada.ksu.edu/
https://sacsa.org/

